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Early Planting due to early mill startup

Each year about 125,000 acres planted

On average 35,500 acres used for seedcane

year  seed acres plant acres
2000 36,000 136,027
2001 39,289 120,072
2002 38,828 124,212
2003 38,632 112,825
2004 36,939 125,214
2005 33,000 135,480
2006 26,000 ?
avg. 35,527 125,638



Why Clip winter regrowth?

- Weeds







Why Clip winter regrowth?

- Weeds

- Diseases







Why Clip winter regrowth?

- Weeds

- Disease

- Insects







Why Clip winter regrowth?

- Weeds

- Disease

- Insects

- Cultivation







Why Clip winter regrowth?

- Weeds
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- Insects

- Cultivation

- Yield  ?



n.s.n.s.n.s.Lsd (.05)

1023420849.2No Clip
(check)

954219249.7Hi Clip

1034621647.9Lo Clip

S/ATRST/ATreatment

Raceland Spring Clipping Test 2000

Ellender Farms  LCP 85-384  
clipped 2/11/00 no burn - lodged early 
preharvest burn – combine harvested 12/12/00  









802620339.5No Clip
(check)

872620742.2Clip

S/ATRST/ATreatment

Champagne Farms Clipping Test 2006

Champagne Farms  HoCP 96-540 (used for seed ’05) 
clipped 2/09/06 1ft. above row (was about 4ft tall) 
harvested 11/25/06 2 row (weighed and cored at mill) 
Average of 3 replications  *data from Windell Jackson



n.s.n.s.n.s.Lsd (.05)

768919240.1No Clip
(check)

776819440.1Clip

S/ATRST/ATreatment

A.V. Allain Clipping Test 2006

A.V. Allain Farms  L 97-128 (used for seed ’05) 
Clipped as low as possible first week March 
combine harvested (weighed and cored at mill) 
Average of 5 replications   *data from Dr. Blaine Viator
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from Dr. Ryan Viator



c

bc
abcab

a

8000

8500

9000

9500

10000

lbs/A 9753 9242 9168 8908 8423

no J15 F1 F15 M1

Sugar Sugar 



-Possible variety differences
and year differences



-Possible variety differences
and year differences

-No clear-cut yield advantage



-Possible variety differences
and year differences

-No clear-cut yield advantage

-Removing growth may improve
herbicide placement, delay rust,
reduce overwintering borers



Variety Trash % Tests 2004 - 2006

USDA Ardoyne Farm

Five tests   (4) P.C.   (1) 1st. stubble
6 varieties 
4 replications of 15 whole stalks



Stalk Side leaves

Top growing point



Average % of Trash (tops and side leaves) and 
stalk weight 2004 - 2006

2.1917810L 99-233
2.221789L 97-128
1.9818810Ho 95-988

2.9219911L 99-226
2.12201010HoCP 96-540

1.8222912LCP 85-384

Stalk wt.%Total%Leaves%TopsVariety




