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USA Rice Responds to Arsenic Challenge 



Arsenic Contribution by Foods

Rice represents largest 
contribution from an 

individual crop/product

Source:  EPA



USA Rice Website Traffic 

• 36 Million Impressions

• 100,000 Unique Visitors

• 500 Media with USA 
Rice messaging



Fallout from Consumer Reports Story

• Reps. DeLauro, Lowey, 
Pallone introduce 
legislation to set levels for 
arsenic in rice/rice 
products (Sept. 21)

• Requests for data from • Requests for data from 
House Energy & 
Commerce  Committee to 
rice companies

• South Korea temporarily 
suspended imports of 
U.S.-grown rice



FDA Action and Timeline

• Sampling, Testing, and Data Collection (End of 2012)
– 1,200 rice and rice product samples.
– Results to help inform risk assessment process.

• Quantitative Risk Assessment (Likely end of 2013)
– Develop risk profiles to evaluate rice consumption across different age,

ethnic groups.ethnic groups.
– Industry research needed to inform FDA process and international 

standards process (CODEX).

• Risk Management/Action Levels (TBD)
– Set levels of allowable arsenic content in rice (for subgroups).

• Implementation Timeline (TBD)



Industry Research Helps FDA Process

• Human Health Risk from 
Arsenic Exposure

• Net risk/benefit analysis of 
rice consumption and 
health/nutrition impacts

• Agronomic/Cultural
Practices

• Processing, Milling
Practices

• Varietal 
Differences/Development



Domestic Market Impact
Year-Over-Year Change in Rice Sales by Week - All Outlets Combined*
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* Source: AC Nielsen: (XAOC, Food, Wal-Mart, Club, Dollar, Military.) ** Week of Arsenic article release



Working with Key Partners

• International Food 
Information 
Council

• International Life 
Sciences InstituteSciences Institute

• Dietitians/Health 
Professionals

• Members

• Customers



USA Rice Responds to Arsenic Challenge 

Thank You

For more information visit:

http://arsenicfacts.usarice.com/

http://arsenicfacts.usarice.com

