














THERE’S MORE TO EQUIPMENT EXTRACTION 

THAN HOOKING AND PULLING



“Four Zones of Extraction”

• Tow Zone

• Stuck Zone

• Danger Zone

• Clear Zone



“Tow Zone”



• Is the towing unit capable?
Working Through the Pull



Working Through the Pull

• Can I position the towing unit on higher ground?



“Four Zones of Extraction”

• Tow Zone

• Stuck Zone

• Danger Zone

• Clear Zone



• Weight of what is stuck



TURN OFF SOUND





• How deep is it buried











Knowing these weights help set up 

how much recovery strength will be 

needed. 



Take the time 

to dig out 

around the 

tires to break 

the suction.







“Four Zones of Extraction”

• Tow Zone

• Stuck Zone

• Danger Zone

• Clear Zone



The “Angel of Heaven” Was Listening



Chains—Never Jerk on Them



Choose the Right Connecting Equipment

• Chains

• Wire ropes (cables)

• Tow ropes  and straps

• Recovery straps and ropes

• Clevices, hooks, hitches



Chains—Never Jerk on Them

•  















Cables—Never Jerk on Them









Tow Ropes and Straps—Never Jerk on Them





Recovery Ropes and Straps—Jerk Straps



Sudden stoop at end of rope. Are 

you ready?









‘Clevices’, Hooks, and Hitches

Clevis





shackle







Attachment Points



















TURN OFF SOUND





TURN OFF SOUND



LOG AND CHAIN





• Are there any sharp edges touching towing 

devices?

• Did you place something heavy  on towing devices?





• Can you do anything to protect windshields?



“Four Zones of Extraction”

• Tow Zone

• Stuck Zone

• Danger Zone

• Clear Zone



Keeping People Out of the Line of Fire



Use Common Sense

There’s More Than Hooking And Pulling





“Four Zones of Extraction”

• Tow Zone

• Stuck Zone

• Danger Zone

• Clear Zone



TURN OFF SOUND





Have Dedicated Recovery 

Equipment That You Can Rely On 

To Safely Pull Out Equipment.













Working Through the Pull

Remain Calm







Remember, your 

goal is to get the 

vehicle out of the 

mud. But your 

overriding goal 

should be to do it 

safely.


