




TRADE ?

• Trans-Pacific Partnership, CUBA, CAFTA, 
NAFTA, Tri-National Trade, CHINA, EUROPE



Economic Value of US              
Agriculture

• Economic output of over $177.2 Billion
• Contributed over $835 Billion to GDP (4.8%)
• Food accounts for 12.6 percent of American 

Household's expenditures
• The overall contribution to GDP is larger 

when you consider forestry, fishing, food 
services, beverages, textiles, tobacco, leather 
products, apparel etc.



Louisiana Crops
• Forestry  $3,607 m, 14m acres,  10K Farms

• Poultry    $1,622 m, 400 farms

• Sugarcane  $841.2 m,  414k acres, 450 farms

• Soybeans  $651.8 m, 1.2m acres,  2,400 farms

• Aquaculture  $557m, 216k acres, 2,600 farms



Louisiana Crops

• Cattle $480m, 554K head, 11,600 farms
• Horses $419m, 128K horses, 46k owners
• Rice $ 407m, 421k acres, 990 farms
• Feed Grains $393.7m, 596K acres, 1,500 farms
• Cotton $153m, 140k acres, 284 farms
• Dairy $95.2m, 12.2K head, 107 farms

• Marine Fisheries $557.1m 



Agricultural Employment

• Ag and its related industries provide 9.3 
percent of total US jobs; 17.3 million full and 
part time jobs.

Direct on-farm over 2.6 million jobs.

Related industries over 14.7 million jobs.
Food and beverage establishments 11.4 million 
jobs.



Value of Ag Exports

• 2017 US Ag Exports forecast at over $ 133 
Billion.  Imports at $ 113.5

• Louisiana Produced Ag Exports over   
• $ 8.3 Billion.

• Net trade surplus $ 19.5 B.



TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

• Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Malaysia, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, 
Vietnam, Japan, United States

• 40% of Global GDP
• $ 5.3 billion net increase in exports, 
• $ 4.4 billion net increase in farm income
• 40, 100  new U.S.  jobs



TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

• LOUISIANA NET EXPORTS TO INCREASE 
$56.9M

• Rice, Soybeans, Beef, Processed foods.
• Louisiana Net Cash to increase $94M

• 430 New Jobs











Commodity Prices 
• DOW  26,678.00
• Corn- $ 3.89
• Wheat- $ 4.89
• Beans- $ 10.14
• Cotton- $ .758
• Sugar- $ .259 Brn
• Rice- $ 11.94
• Ethanol- $ 1.00
• Oil - Brent Crude  $ 63.11  WTI $ 59.35
• Feeder Cattle $1.27-1.47     Euro 1.23  30Y T 3.1



INCREASED DEMAND FOR 
FARM LOANS 2016-2017

• U.S. FARM DEBT TO INCREASE 4.4%($390B)
.   USDA farm ownership guarantees- $ 2.2B

second highest in history.
• Direct farm ownership loans- $ 1.04B highest 

in history.
• Overall commodity prices down approx 47% 

over last 3 years.
• USDA-FSA LOAN DEMANDS - $5.9B 2nd highest 

in history



PROGRAM FY 2018 Available Funds Funds Used as of 12/06/17 Total Unused Funds No. of Loans Made

$ in thousands

Direct Operating $287,327 $133,784 $153,543 2,840

Non targeted funds $114,931 $35,584 $79,347

Targeted funds $172,396 $98,200 $74,196

Guaranteed Operating $354,666 $106,562 $248,104 426

Non targeted funds $212,800 $76,192 $136,608

Targeted funds $141,866 $30,370 $111,496

Direct Farm Ownership $281,575 $176,982 $104,593 975

Non targeted funds $49,980 $36,913 $13,067

Targeted funds $231,595 $140,069 $91,526

Guaranteed Farm Ownership $516,220 $296,313 $219,907 656

Non targeted funds $309,732 $191,553 $118,179

Targeted funds $206,488 $104,760 $101,728

Guaranteed Conservation $28,627 $0 $28,627 0

Non targeted funds $10,000 $0 $10,000

Targeted funds $18,627 $0 $18,627

Emergency $62,518 $1,201 $61,317 9

Boll Weevil $11,263 $0 $11,263 0

Indian Land Acquisition $3,754 $0 $3,754 0

NATIONAL TOTAL $1,545,950 $714,842 $831,108 4,906

USDA Funds



USDA Loan Rates

ogram Interest Rates

Farm Operating- Direct 2.875%

Farm Operating - Microloan 2.875%

Farm Ownership - Direct 3.750%

Farm Ownership - Microloan 3.750%

Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 2.500%

Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500%

Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750%

Effective as of December 1, 2017





White House Meetings
• November 16, 2016, NASDA officers met in 

the Roosevelt room in the West Wing with Sec 
Vilsack, USTR Secretary Michael Froman and 
USTR Deputy Secretary Darci Vetter.

• December 15, 2016 Eisenhower Executive 
Office Building, White House Complex.

• April 11, 2017 Eisenhower Ex Bldg and USDA.
• June 8, 2017 Infrastructure Summit 
• August 30, 2017 Infrastructure Meeting
• January 30, 2018 Rural Prosperity Conference



2018 FARM BILL



FARM TOURS
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LOUISIANA IS A TRADE & INVESTMENT LEADER STRATEGICALLY 
LOCATED AT THE CONFLUENCE OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND 
THE GULF OF MEXICO 

91,000 
New Direct and Indirect

Jobs since 2008

$62 Billion
in Capital Investment 

since 2008

Population: 4,670,724 
Unemployment Rate: 6.1%
Gross Domestic Product (GDP):  $251.7 billion
Per capita income: $42,287 

Governor: John Bel Edwards
Capital: Baton Rouge
Area: 51,843 sq miles (135,382 km2)

$84 Billion
in Total Trade

in 2015
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CUBA & 
LOUISIANA
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LOUISIANA LEADS ALL US STATES IN EXPORTS TO CUBA 
OVER THE LAST DECADE
US State Exports to Cuba, 2006-2015 (Millions of USD)

Rank State 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 
2006-2015

1 Louisiana 140.5 173.3 250.3 181.0 120.1 112.3 176.5 144.9 88.8 14.3 1401.9

2 Virginia 25.9 32.6 40.7 56.9 32.4 64.5 66.4 38.5 25.0 41.6 424.6

3 Florida 36.4 42.0 52.8 29.6 28.6 50.0 71.0 39.2 38.6 34.8 423.0

4 Georgia 16.8 15.4 45.8 42.7 61.4 16.8 36.4 27.6 64.8 30.9 358.7

5 Texas 57.8 57.8 96.2 54.3 1.5 6.7 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 274.8

6 Connecticut 0.0 0.0 32.8 66.5 56.6 36.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 192.0

7 Mississippi 0.2 0.4 5.8 47.4 18.6 17.9 21.9 53.7 19.2 0.5 185.7

8 Alabama 8.6 3.0 14.1 7.7 3.8 8.8 41.9 27.4 32.9 26.7 174.8

9 Minnesota 11.5 21.1 51.9 5.3 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.5 91.9

10 North Carolina 1.2 3.3 17.7 17.4 12.5 10.8 12.9 0.2 9.8 5.4 91.1

11 Iowa 2.5 0.9 0.0 1.1 0.0 15.0 26.3 7.1 1.9 0.0 54.7

12 Nebraska 3.3 18.9 21.1 1.3 2.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 47.5

13 Illinois 1.3 5.6 8.3 9.4 2.2 3.0 2.7 5.3 3.1 3.4 44.3

14 Arkansas 1.4 1.4 0.0 4.8 12.6 0.1 0.0 0.0 4.5 12.6 37.3

15 Missouri 4.8 0.4 9.0 1.8 0.0 0.0 0.1 4.7 0.0 0.0 20.8
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LOUISIANA’S PRIMARY EXPORTS TO CUBA INCLUDE FOOD 
AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

Top Exports by NAICS 
Code 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

311--Food Manufactures 63,336.6 68,660.9 43,395.4 68,260.3 27,033.6 17,252.4 38,716.1 76,679.7 54,868.1 6,436.9

111--Agricultural Products 76,882.7 90,512.9 185,766.5 99,124.0 69,852.4 71,834.8 110,386.3 57,956.5 33,902.9 4,882.5

325--Chemicals 0.0 0.0 4,203.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3,005.7

990--Special Classification 
Provisions 72.7 363.6 0.0 148.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 75.8 0.0 0.0

339--Miscellaneous 
Manufactured Commodities 0.0 0.0 143.7 0.0 0.0 75.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

326--Plastics & Rubber 
Products 0.0 115.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

322--Paper 128.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

314--Textile Mills Products 105.3 38.2 0.0 0.0 169.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

312--Beverages & Tobacco 
Products 0.0 13,578.9 16,803.9 13,489.0 23,010.2 23,127.2 27,349.3 10,187.8 0.0 0.0

Louisiana Exports to Cuba, 2006-2015 (Thousands of USD)
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LOUISIANA HAS SEEN RAPID GROWTH IN ITS WORLDWIDE 
EXPORTS, THOUGH EXPORTS TO CUBA HAVE DECLINED

Source: International Trade Administration (US Dept. of Commerce)

Total Cuban exports from Louisiana 
2006-2015 (USD)
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LOUISIANA HAS UNSURPASSED ACCESS TO
GLOBAL MARKETS

Home to an extensive port system, 
Louisiana is the gateway to 38 interior 
states through the Mississippi River 
System and to worldwide markets 
through the Gulf of Mexico.
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LOUISIANA IS WELL-CONNECTED TO THE US: RAIL
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LOUISIANA IS ONE OF TWO SITES IN THE U.S. WHERE ALL SIX 
OF NORTH AMERICA’S CLASS-ONE RAILROADS CONVERGE
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LOUISIANA IS WELL-CONNECTED TO THE US: HIGHWAYS



WHY LOUISIANA AGRICULTURE & 
FORESTRY?

• Integrated river/deepwater port 
system

• Port of South Louisiana is the 
largest tonnage port in the U.S.

• Primary export cargoes:
poultry, corn, animal feed, wheat, 
soybeans, rice, yarn, and 
forestry products.  
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