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A Little About Myself……

• President of T&M Aviation, Inc. (2008)

• Commercial Instrument Single Engine 
and Multi-Engine Airplane Land Rating

• Commercial Helicopter Rating

• Airframe & Powerplant Mechanic 
Rating

• Commercial Aerial Applicator

• Bachelor's Degree in Business 
Administration from University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette

• Grew up in Aviation



About T&M Aviation, Inc.

• Established in 1998

• Founded by Ron Wolf (Father) (Raised on a NW 
Iowa Corn, Beans, Cattle and Pig Farm)

• Operate 2 Bell JetRangers and 4 Bell 
LongRangers

• Licensed in 25+ States

• Special Projects include Aerial application at 
Camp David, and many Department of Interior 
projects



Disclaimers and Goals of this Presentation

• Every insurance policy is different

• Every situation is different

• Share experiences T&M has had over the last 20 years

• Relationships between Landowner, Grower, Consultant, 
and Aerial Applicator. 

• Answer any questions 



Common Definitions

• Negligence – failure to use reasonable care, resulting in damage or injury to 
another

• Indemnity – security against or exemption from legal liability for one’s action

• Exclusion – an item at risk specifically not covered by an insurance policy or 
other contract.

• Liability – the state of being responsible for something, especially by law

• Settlement – an official agreement intended to resolve a dispute or conflict

• Agent – broker

• Underwriter – company that underwrites an insurance risk



Coverage Amounts

• State of Louisiana Financial 
Responsibility - minimum 
requirement 
• aerial applicators who do not apply phenoxy herbicides-

$25,000; 

• aerial applicators who apply phenoxy         herbicides-
$50,000. 

• Average Operator - $250,000-
$300,000 chemical drift liability

• T&M Aviation, Inc. - $1,000,000 
chemical drift liability $5,000,000 
General Liability

• Important notes –
• Is the aircraft listed on the cert?

• Is the cert current?



Duty to Defend

Defending suits. We will defend any liability suit brought against you 
for bodily injury, mental anguish, personal injury or damage to 
property to which this insurance applies, even if the suit is 
groundless. We will also pay all cost of your defense, including 
investigation and court costs. We may investigate, negotiate ad 
settle any claim or suit, if we decide this is appropriate. But, we 
won’t be obligated to pay any claim or judgement or to defend any 
suit after your “Limit of Coverage” has been exhausted by payment 
of judgements or settlements.



Duty to Indemnify

Combined Liability Coverage for bodily injury and property 
damage. If you have this coverage, we’ll pay claims for 
those sums that you become legally obligated to pay as 
damages for bodily injury, mental anguish, personal injury 
and damage to someone else’s property resulting from 
ownership, maintenance, or use of the aircraft, But we 
won’t pay more for injuries and damage in any one 
occurrence than the “Limits of Coverage” shown on the 
Coverage Summary Page.



What Information is needed for a 
claim?

• Notify the applicator as soon as possible, so the 
applicator can notify their underwriter, especially 
if it may be a bodily injury claim. 

• Information needed will be: Grower name, Land 
Owner Name, Address, Phone Numbers

• Complete and Accurate application report

• As applied map, the raw as applied data files from 
the aircraft, be able to overlay that data on 
different maps, etc.

• Data from any tracking device the operator may 
have

• Pictures

• Product labels

• Names and contact information of any possible 
witnesses.



What happens next?

• Site Visit

• Try to identify what happened: Was it weather? Pushing the lines to hard? 
Chemical failure?

• Depending on the situation, it may be something the applicator and grower 
can resolve between each other. 

• If the situation is more complicated, it may require some experts to make 
assessments.

• Applicator may turn it over to their insurance company at that point to 
handle the claim.

• Continue to gather information.

• Resolve



Who is liable?

•Dependent on the Situation

•Grower

• Land Owner

• Consultant

• Applicator / Operator

• Chemical Manufacturer



Exclusions

•Most all policies exclude damage caused by noise , poor 
application, chemical efficacy 

• Example: Cattle Experience

•Grower and Chemical distributor did not warn about 
cattle in the vicinity

•Grandfather(Cattle Farmer) was able to help us salvage 
some of the lost

• $25,000 cash to settle



Risk Reduction 

• MAPS – Technology like Flight 
Plan Online
• Why are good maps important?

• Good Communication –
between grower, consultant, 
applicator, land owner, 
neighbors.

• Contracts – Between grower 
and operator

• Chemical Prescriptions



Good Questions to ask your 
Aerial Applicator
• What coverages do you have? Chemical drift 

liability? General Liability?

• What are the liability limits?

• How do you keep your records? How do you 
manage as applied data?

• Pattern test? How Often?

• Flow control?

• Guidance system?

• Shapefiles?

• Nozzle selection?

• Training?

• Safety plan?



What to expect if a claim goes to Trial

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.themindfulword.org/2015/oz-effect-hypocritical-taker-hippocratic-oath/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


In Conclusion

•Communicate with the aerial applicator to ensure 
proper coverages are in place

•Have aerial applicators utilize technology to reduce 
the risk of liability and ensure the application is 
delivered appropriately. 



Questions??


