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2021 Cotton Growing Season

Harvest Season

Great weather conditions. 105,000 acres 
harvested. Later harvest this year.

The later planted cotton seemed to do well 
this year.

Mid-Season

Wet and cloudy weather made pest and 
growth management difficult.

High plant bug pressure.

Planting Season

April – early May: Poor planting conditions/Some replanting required. Planting in late May 
and early June was common. Some acreage shifted to soybeans. 



Production Issues
• Seven major issues in Mid-South Cotton Production 

1. Herbicide resistance 

2. Herbicide drift

3. Plant bugs/thrips pressure
• Concentration effect- same population focused on smaller acreage

• Seed treatments appear to be slipping, require an additional foliar 
spray to control thrips

4. Irrigation/drought stress
• Uncertainty on how to maximize benefit of irrigation 

• Occasional reduction in yield of irrigated vs non-irrigated

5. Fertility
• Late season K deficiencies, mid-season N & S deficiencies

6. Earliness/Growth management activities

7. Seed quality



Choosing Varieties 
Importance

One of the most important decisions a cotton producer will make for the 
entire growing season.

Varieties come and go at a very fast pace

New biotechnologies entering the market

seed costs and associated technology fees.

Plant multiple varieties

Look at the top 10 percent

Consider performance across multiple locations

and years

Yield and fiber quality are important
Bottom line at the end of the year



Choosing Varieties 

• Local 

• Stability

– State

• 2-year comparisons

• Soil type

• Replicated better than strip trials

• On-farm

• OVTs



2021 Cotton OVTs

•Locations
o 4- Alexandria, Winnsboro, Bossier City, 
St. Joseph

•Trials 
o 6

•Entries
o 7 companies 
o 48 varieties 



Dean Lee OVT  



St. Joe (silt loam) 

OVT  



St. Joe (clay) OVT 



Macon Ridge OVT  



7 Parishes

2021 Cotton On-Farm Demonstrations 



Locations-7
Parish Grower Agent

Soil

Type

Seed

Rate

Row

Spacing
Irr. DOP

Harv.

Date

Avoyelles Trent Clark Justin Dufour silt loam 30,500 38” No 5/26 11/5

Caddo Ryan Kirby John Terrell silt loam 40,000 30” (2:1) Yes 5/8 11/1

Franklin Kody Beavers Carol Pinnell-Alison silt loam 39,000 38” Yes 5/7 10/19

Madison Curt & Dave Collins R.L. Frazier clay 34,000 38” Yes 5/18 10/6

Morehouse Dan & Matt Turner Bruce Garner silt loam 39,000 38” Yes 5/19 10/19

P. Coupee George LaCour Mark Carriere silt loam 34,500 38” No 5/25 10/13

Tensas
Scott & Thomas 

Crigler
Dennis Burns silt loam 40,000 38” Yes 5/7 9/23

Varieties-10 (except for two locations)

DG 3535 B3XF NG 4936 B3XF PHY 411 W3FE

DG 3644 B3XF NG 5150 B3XF ST 4990 B3XF

DP 2115 B3XF PHY 400 W3FE ST 5091 B3XF

DP 2127 B3XF



Lint Yield (lb/A) Across Locations

Brand Name Variety Avoyelles Caddo Franklin Madison Morehouse Pointe C. Tensas Average

PhytoGen PHY 411 W3FE 1231 . 1529 1469 1777 1038 1432 1413

Deltapine DP 2115 B3XF 1070 1120 1600 1356 1637 1148 1408 1334

PhytoGen PHY 400 W3FE 1113 . 1477 1308 1496 1067 1366 1305

Deltapine DP 2127 B3XF 1102 1191 1384 1558 1592 865 1349 1292

Stoneville ST 5091 B3XF 1096 1110 1444 1493 1492 946 1358 1277

Stoneville ST 4990 B3XF 1165 885 1460 1439 1466 1136 1226 1254

Dyna-Gro 3535 B3XF 1091 1128 1435 1292 1604 981 1090 1231

Dyna-Gro 3644 B3XF 1166 1149 1308 1292 1534 961 1207 1231

NexGen NG 4936 B3XF 1112 958 1383 1433 1468 1118 1102 1225

NexGen NG 5150 B3XF 1036 1034 1434 1331 1388 1050 1179 1208

Location 
Average

1118 1072 1445 1397 1545 1031 1272
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Questions

Matt Foster

mfoster@agcenter.lsu.edu

Cell: 601-334-0354


