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Onboarding for New 
Agricultural Professionals

Lyndon Leonards, Director 
Pesticide and Environmental Programs



LDAF Mission

• LDAF’s mission is to promote, protect, and advance agriculture and 
forestry, and soil and water resources.
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LDAF Vision

• Our vision is to be a unified and coordinated team that effectively 
responds to the challenges facing the agricultural and forestry industries, 
and which pursues each and every opportunity that might provide a 
benefit to the state and its citizens.
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LDAF Values

• Public first 

• Each of us has the high honor and distinct privilege of serving the citizens of our state. With fairness and honesty at the 
forefront, we will be responsive, proactive, and flexible in our dealings with others.

• Pursuit of excellence

• We are committed to getting the job done right the first time in as effective and efficient manner as possible and in accordance 
with our overall mission. We will aspire at all times to do our jobs better in every dimension.

• Positive response to change

• Recognizing that our workplace, the markets, and technology are evolving, we acknowledge that change is inevitable. We will 
meet the developing demands and expectations of the public with creative thinking, innovation, and more efficient processes.

• Respect for individual

• We will create a respectful and meaningful workplace, characterized by honest, direct, and relevant communication. Working 
together as a team, we will honor diversity, individuality, and personal and professional differences.

• Community mindedness

• We realize that our work impacts the community in which we reside and, many times, beyond such. Both as individuals and 
team members, we will strive to make our communities better places to live, work, and learn.
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Dr. Strain’s predecessors as agriculture 

commissioner include:

•Harry D. Wilson (1916 – 1948)

•Millard Perkins (1948 interim)

•W. E. Anderson (1948–1952)

•Dave L. Pearce (1952–1956)

•Sidney McCrory (1956–1960)

•Dave L. Pearce (1960–1976)

•Gil Dozier (1976–1980)

•Bob Odom (1980–2008)

The department is under the supervision of the Commissioner of Agriculture and 

Forestry. The current Commissioner is Dr. Michael G. Strain, D.V.M. first elected 

in 2007.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Wilson_(Louisiana_politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Wilson_(Louisiana_politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dave_L._Pearce&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dave_L._Pearce&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidney_McCrory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidney_McCrory
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dave_L._Pearce&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dave_L._Pearce&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gil_Dozier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gil_Dozier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Odom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Odom
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People wishing to become Agricultural consultants must apply to the ACP Commission

and be approved to take the certification exams.
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Education and experience are required to receive approval.
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If approved by the Commission, the applicant then submits an exam application. 



Consultant exams are given Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Baton Rouge LDAF office.
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After you pass our exams, you will receive an initial application for your agricultural consultant card.

Cards expire on December 31st of each year.

Card renewals are mailed out each fall.



LDAF Agricultural Consultant Card
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Consultants are required to work for a licensed company.

Business licenses expire on December 31st of each year.

License renewals are mailed out each fall.
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In 2025, there were 136 Agricultural Consultants certified by LDAF.

There were76 businesses licensed by LDAF to charge a fee for consulting work.

In 2025, there were 3068 Commercial Pesticide Applicators certified by LDAF.

There were 776 businesses licensed by LDAF to charge a fee for applying pesticides.

         (104 Aerial businesses and 672 ground businesses)

In 2025, there were 127 RUP Salespersons certified by LDAF.

There were 221 RUP Dealers licensed by LDAF to sell Restricted-Use pesticides.

In 2025, there were 796 structural pest control licensees certified by LDAF who   

supervised 2068 structural pest control technicians registered with LDAF.

There were 626 structural businesses registered with LDAF.
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In 2025, there were 6763 Private Pesticide Applicators certified by 

LDAF to produce agricultural products.



THANK YOU
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